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they deserve, the kind of hearing that they 
want. We should not let another Medicare 
anniversary go by without modernizing the 
system, without giving our seniors—[ap-
plause].

The Senate, I think, is getting ready to 
go out on the August vacation. We’re cer-
tainly pulling for you to go out. [Laughter]
The House is already gone. They’re in their 
districts. They’ll be listening to the people, 
and I know Americans who are concerned 
about this issue will want to make their 
voices heard. And we, of course, urge you 
to do so. We urge you to contact your 
Member of your House and your Senators 
and let them know your thoughts on Medi-
care reform. Let them know that we expect 
to plow through the doubts and the obsta-
cles and get a good bill to the President’s 
desk. My pen is ready. I’m ready to sign 
a good bill. 

I know that this August, staff members 
of the conference will be working. And for 
those staff members who are here, I want 
to thank you for grinding through a com-

plex piece of legislation and working out 
your differences. And then when the Mem-
bers come back, we’ll have some heavy lift-
ing to do. But I want to be there to help 
you carry the load. 

We’ve all come to Washington, those of 
us who have been elected to office, to serve 
something greater than ourself. And we 
have a duty and a call to not only describe 
a problem but to address it. And in this 
case, when we do, the lives of our fellow 
citizens will be improved. 

I want to thank you for your interest 
in this really important subject, thank the 
two Senators who have joined us today. 
I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net who are here. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
continue to bless the United States of 
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on the Earth Observation Summit 
July 31, 2003 

The United States is pleased to host 
more than 30 nations at the Earth Observa-
tion Summit. The Summit participants will 
discuss plans for achieving the goal of 
building a better integrated Earth observa-
tion system in the next 10 years, an objec-
tive established by the G–8 heads of state 
in Evian, France, in June 2003. An inte-
grated Earth observation system will benefit 
people around the world, particularly those 
in the Southern Hemisphere. Working to-
gether, our nations will develop and link 

observation technologies for tracking weath-
er and climate changes in every corner of 
the world, which will allow us to make 
more informed decisions affecting our envi-
ronment and economies. Our cooperation 
will enable us to develop the capability to 
predict droughts, prepare for weather 
emergencies, plan and protect crops, man-
age coastal areas and fisheries, and monitor 
air quality. 
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